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We building of his Tels. Indeed this Rock 
the modern builders have refuſed: this Or- 
der wicked men have of late rejected, and 
prophanely ſlandered, as the burthen of a 
people, and the peſt of ſocieties; as an Or- 
eder compoſed of idle or wicked men, of ſu- 
perſtitious dreamers, or violent incendiaries; 
on one hand, the direct hinderers of the a 
publick good, by /erting the people from Exod.v.4. 
their works thro? their frequent pretences of 
facrificing to the Lord, of keeping multitudes 
of feaſts and faſts, whence the tale of bricks 
fails, the publick income is diminiſhed; on 
the other hand, as direct promoters of publick 
miſchief, by ſetting the people at variance Mat. x. 
hee” theit various pretences of believing, . of 
their doctrines and confeſſions, whence come 
wars, maſſacres, perfecutions: an Order, 
which inſtead of uſeful knowledge brings in 
ignorance; inſtead of induſtry, idleneſs; in- 
lead of peace a ſword: in a word, an Or- Ibid. 34; 
der, that either impoveriſhes' or infeſts, that 
brings under or turns the world upſide down ; 1 v. 
and that ought therefore to be rn £2) or 
| extirpated from off the earth. | 
An. heavy. charge, and ſeemingly rerrible, 
N againſt our Order; but happily the 
very. ſame in the main articles thereof, that 
the Egyptian — brought againſt 
as vo» 


21. 


1 


Moſes. and I 3 and the dn, rule: J 


againſt Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
But, my brethren, leſt any among you, 
whoſe employments may not lead to the 


| knowledge af theſe things, ſhould, for want 


of information in e be afraid thro the 
terrors, or aſhamed thro the accuſations of 
theſe. men, to on his deſcent from this Or- 


der; but that on the contraty ye may have 
ſomewhat morg both to glory on this behalf, 


and utterly to ſhame thoſe, who /o cruelly, 


ſo diſdainfully, ſo deſpitefully ſpeak againſt 


the righteous; 1 crave your attention, whilſt 
I ſer. before you the tranſcendent excellency 


of our Order, above all other orders, ranks, 


or profeſſions of men. For in the confidence 


2 Cor. xi. of accuſing F they are bold, in the courage 5 


of vindicating it will not misbecome us to 
be bold alſo. 3 
Now in this cauſe, * * men Di 


© their abettors appeal chiefly unto fact, judg: 


ing of the Order by the perſons, therefore | 


unto fact chiefly will we 80. Wherefore 1 
crave your leave alſo, that in conformity to 
theſe I may invert the right method; and fo 


ſhew the excellency of our Order, 5 
. From the dignity of the perfons, - chat : 


have been of it, who have been in alt ages 


10 1 lights, and e ta the THT, 
But 


255 


| red O Order it tele ſtands pro ; I ſhall pro- 
ceed to prove its excellency from that furer 
argument, tho' poſtponed, namely, 


- 245, From the dignity of its inſtitution ; in 


that it 1 an Order of men, which God has 


choſen out of, and appointed to laſt to 


the end of, the world; "GEAR perperual, 
univerſal, unalterable. 

And after we have tb dete beck. and 
ſurveyed the great and glorious men, that 


have ſucceſſively been of our Order, and have 
fhone forth and done good to the world; 1 
thall, as che 1 Hon nnn a view or 


1 retroſpett.· 


3%, Exhorr you to manifeſt your deen 


P ——— examples, and by 
— n of ſuch a deſcent. 


I., Ler us look back 2d eee 


the perſons, that have from the beginning of 
the Church been of this Order, vi. of the 


Founder and his Succeſlors i in the Chriſtian 

_ Prieſthood. 

What an elan 
ſeedof Abr ahm, that the Son of God ſhould 

take that feed upon himſelf in preference to 


the nature of Angels; and fhould nor be 


aſbamed to call us brethren, who, aecord- 


ama - 


_ - 


ather, * 3006 Bur then whar 
a peculiar honour was it to the ſeed of Aaron, 
what an exceeding glory to our ſacred Calling, 
E. that the Son of God ſhould not be aſhamed 
=: - do partake of the ſame, nay, and to be regu- | 
| | Heb. v. larly called to it. For as #0 man taketh this 
| * honour nuto hum felt, but he that is called of 
1 Sad, as was Aarau; ſo: Chrift glorify d not 
8 to be made an iet; but he 
that ſaid unto him, Thou art * Sons * 
= | day: have I begotten thee. 1 8 
| Le. As he was thus led of Baal. 1 OY 
Þ = mother's. womb, ſo was he publickly conſe- 
Created and admitted to this oſſice at the — | 
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„ thirty. years:0ld;: every one that cums to d 
Luke iii. e ſervice of the miniſtry; ſo when Chriſt 
. began to be about thirty-years of age, then 

the Spi ſpirit:of the Lord. the Holy Ghoſt, came 
non him in à bodily ſhape, 145 andint him, 
and to ſend him enk #0 — the Gaſes, 
Heb. ili. x. A e . thus nw a prieſt, e L 
vii. 28. High:;preeſt:of- our profeſſion, regularly called, 
ii. 2. conſecrated, and ſent forth, as in the days of 
his Miniſtration he was faithful is him who- 
John xx, appointed; Him; ſo at the end of thoſe: days 
95 55 e-ſent-others, a the Hather had ſent him, 


iniſter in the —_ vilice: by a perpetual. | 
| | „ 


Numb. iv. per age. For as the Levites were to be 


ſucceſſion, / Was * Saviour of the world a 
Prieſt then? Ve ſec, that he was à Prieſt; 
the firſt of our Order, which he founded, 
and which he honoured with his perſonal Mi- 
niſtration. As we live, no. man, nor ordet 

of men, ſhall rob us of this boafting. He 

was a Prieſt, an High-prieſt, or Bzſop; in 

both reſpects a ſhepherd of ſouls; and he: oh a 

appointed the Prieſthood in the ſame orders: 
and whether this appointment be prieſtcraft 
or not, thoſe blaſphemers ſhall ſee in that 
day, and ſhall be everlaſtingly convinced _ | 
that hand, which originally ordained it. | © 
Next in ſucceſſion in the Chriſtian Prieſt, 
| koodistheglozious company of the Apoitles; 
which ſtand next to the great Founder in the 
head of our genealogy, men of everlaſting 
renown, God having filled: them with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and wrought great glory by 
them in laying the e . of his Church. 
Theſe men, whoſe commiſſion went out be- 
 yond the bounds of ah greateſt empires and 
dominions, even unto the ends of the world; 
having power given them over all nations, 
and over Nature, yea beyond, over the'prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkneſs; theſe, 
whoſe, names are recorded in the Book of Life, 
| whoſe days are kept in the Catholick 

Church, ct uch.heſe.ahe rei wereouranceſtors, 

3 5 From 


* 


From 8 let us deſcend to an ſuccef. 


45 the Bisnors and Fatarss of the Catho- 
lick Church, which have been honoured in 
their ſeveral generations. We look back with 
wonder upon the catalogues of great men 
among the Grech and Romans; which ſuc- 
ceeding each other, did for many hundred 
years ſhine ſo bright in thoſe two parts of 
the heathen ou, and doubtleſs they ſhone | 
the: brighter, becauſe of the darkneſs that 

But Chriſtianity, which openeda a new e 
of things, raiſed alſo a new race of men, Bi- 
ſhops. and Fathers, in whom there appeared 
a glory, EF to what had been ſeen be- 
fore, in knowledge and ſanctity; a know- 
ledge laying hold of eternal Truth, a lanctity N 
breathing after eternal Life. In the antient 
Heathen, tho there were many parts of know- 
ledge which the greateſt Chriſtians might ad- 
mire; yet in the knowledge of the true God 
there was ſuch an eſſential defect. that the 
leaſt of Chriſtians muſt pity. They did in- 
deed in action and knowledge, in arts and 
' ſciences, carry human nature to its higheſt 
ſtature. But the Fathers and Biſhops of the 
primitive Church, who to that knowledge 
added the knowledge of the Goſpel, became 
dick __ than * nature men * 


"= 11 Y 
ber This joyning of the Chriſtian revelation 
.to the Heathen learning,” exalted the race of 

men, - reſembling in the beſt ſenſe the inter- 
marriage recorded. Gen. vi. when the ſons of 
God took wives of the alert of _ 
2 whom ſprang the giants 4 

Tis not within the compaſs. of my cling 
or purpoſe to deſcend to. particulars, nor to 
open. before you the rolls of thoſe holy Fa- 
thers, which beginning from the Apoſtles in 
a regular uninterrupted ſucceſſion, *fare-in the 
epiſcopal thrones of Feruſaltm, Antioch, 
Alexandria, and Rome, thoſe Parriarchal 
Churches. beſides thoſe Biſhops: who gover - 
ned. in their ſubordinate Sees. Who can. 
count their numbers? mueh leſs tell of rheir 
acts? Great as the Gentiles were, yet had 
they been ten times greater, they were but 
few in number, and ſhew'd forth their great. 

neſs only at Athens and at Nome. But cheſe 
were innumerable, planted throughout the 
world: the Eaft N Weſt were filled with 
their glory ; ; inſomuch that the poor remote 
corners of the earth; fitting in darkneſs, en-: 
_Joyed in part the bleſſing of N I” and Sidon, 
ow, whom We: _ aroſe. = would by 


F : _ * 
— — r : - — a G 


4 a Euſebius i in bis Keel 1 have given cue, of 11 
down 10 hit tim,” viz. about tlie year 300. n 


. infinite 
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| 1 te raid bo ub bebe and to view | 


them ſeparately as. ſnining in their ſeveral di- 
viſions: let us only behold them, or rather 
= : 5 of them, convened in a general coun. 
cil What antient ſenate, or modern con- 
4 can be compared to the Nigene council, 
in number or digaity of perſons, thoſe ſa- 
cred Ambaſſadors ſummon d to ſettle the peace 
of the Church? In number thete were above 
three hundred Biſhops at once. In digniry 
far the greareſt part of them were alſo con- 
feſſors, who having witneſſed a good confeſ- 
ſion before their perſecuting governors, as 
their Maſter had dene before Pilate, were 
the more venerable fer thi e ſears, the marks 
of the Lord Jeſus, which on chat account 
they bore in their Bod. The appearance 
of this aſſenibly, when fitting together, was 
tuch, ſo far beyond any human fight or re- 

4 ion, that the Hiſtorian, an eye-wit- 
neſs, faith, knee reſemblance of the 
Js 2hriſt, and liker to a viſion 


n a 4 bebold. ht treatment be —— 
* be Ser Them inte bis pal 


"dn 1 E 
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v Buſob. de vit Conſtant. lib. 3. o 
£ — erde * Ana. —— Ub.x N 
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rn wich then ur his table; but would not 
fit down with them in the © council, without 

firſt asking their leave Let our modern 4rians,. 
the relicts of that venomous ſeed?, whoſe- 
bead was then bruiſed by the Anathema f 
that Council, fend forth an hifling at theſe acts. 
of Conftantine paid to our anceſtors: but 
awherever the Goſpel ſpall be preached: by 
their poſterity, let choſe. things be We BY a: 


ee of him. 
We cannot ſtay in paſſing down this” the- 
| Sccseding ages to caſt an eye upon, nor ſo · 
much as to mention the other re ge- 
-neral, provincial national; wherein thoſe: 


Holy Fathers ſate as Ambaſſadors; much les. 


to view them in their ſeveral Juriſdictions, . 
wherein they ruled as Biſhops: whoſe. acts. 
and decrees make fo great a part of the hiſto-. 
ry of this world; and without thefamewhere-. 
ol one might juſtly ſay, that the former days 
of the Gentile world would have been more 
illuſtrious, if not betrer than theſs. Only this 
one thing the time allows. and the times oblige 
me to mention, as a glory inherent in 8 
4 JON of the Fathers; " That as they 


were they 8 


4 


ue de m Con lib: z. 4 n e 
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1 


beſt· interpreters of the word of God. that 
Law of the Moſt High ; even as the Judges 


in our Iſrael, which tho not the authors, 


are referred to as the interpreters of our Law. 
And as the reports and decrees of antient 


Judges which now reſt in their graves, are 
the rule of the preſent that ſit on our tribu · 
nals; as theſe fand and ack for the old paths, 
which is the good way; determining, it to be 


the good, becauſe 0/d : fo the antient writings 


and-interpretations of the Fathers, the autho- 
rity of each taking place with their antiquity, 
have been, are, ought, and muſt be, the rule 
of judging in all ſucceeding ages of the Church. 
Such is the authority of the antient Fathers. 
next in degree, as in time: to that of the 
Apoſtles; the Fathers as interpreters, tlie 
Apoſtles as enditers of the holy Goſpel: 
both called to be preachers, of it, oh our 
anceſtors in the Chriſtian Prieſthood. And 


; thoſe that are ſons, who believe the — 


tion of the one, generally ſubmit to e 
rerpretations of the ther 8 


The Fathers then, to 3 were commit- | 


ted the cuſtody; of the Oracles of God, and 


to whom we owe the interpretations. thereof; 


from whom came the antient verſions, of the 
— inſomuch that thro' the E Hof and 


2 ASE 


Nees * | nan 


8 


— 


n 


man in ee gue, wherein bewwas lamm: 
they who Pet who managed, and who 
recorded the ſeveral councils. of the Church in 
every nation and century 3. .o whom we owe 
not only all the eccleſiaſtical: hiſtory, but al- 
moſt all the other annals of the: Chriſtian 
world: they who ſubdued hereſies ſtrong and 
mi ight) Ys, Putting to Aight thoſe: armies of the 
Aliens, which in every age came up againſt 
the Iſtael of God; thoſe whom pious Prin- 
ces greatly honoured, whilſh/ living; and 
whom the Church hath canoniſed, | 
they who were Saints and: Martyrs, exalting 
human nature above it ſelf by life and im 
death; theſe men, of whom. the 2 "ld WAS : 
0h eren theſe,: ther Fartuns were our 
5 anceſtors. .. OL BEE eat 003.4819 4 
Bur leſt any one ſhould lay,: 8 boadb 
of things without our line, of times and per- 
ſons remote from our alliance, we will come 
to our own. land. Neither will I ſcruple to 
look back into the days before the Rrrox - 
MArioN, and to praiſe theſe, famous Prelates, 
by whom very great things were done to this 
| nation. Theſe men were the glory of their 
times, whatever thoſe times were. Theſe 
were they, that founded the greater part of 
the Abbeys and Monaſteries, which however 5 
e by time, as * were greatly cor- 
qr e rupted,, 
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nation were ſupported at their gates. There 

9 Was no burthen of that kind in thoſe days; 

. which in theſe is grown ro be an equivalent 

. to all the pre charities, and almoſt al 
the taxes in the land. But theſe arc: ſwept 

away, and buried in oblivion: wherefore tho 

dead cannot praiſe their founders. But the 

living. they ſball praiſe them; theCaruzprar 
Churches, which ſurvive the devourings ot 

time and ſatrilege, and are known to eu 

-ceed in magniſicence, as they do/in-worſhip, 

thoſe of other nations, theſe: do ꝓroclaim o 
"© us the. greatneſs of. thoſe , men, who could 
build Zach Temples with their own. rength; 

when This, in which we now ſtand, the glo- 

A bas been 415 the work 

+ 2 

r men, 1 * have | in. al times 

ae; our land with palaces, ſtrong and 

fampruous; bur then they have dwelt in whar 

they built: whereas the houſes, which our 
anceſtors have erected, have been palaces; 

but theo they have ww; gk for their fami- 
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Hut let us" paſs from the. bouls of God 
to the ſchools of che Prophets, out two 
Untviacrrits. Let us walk about them, ane 
tell che towers theredf*: and let us ask, who * 
Were the founders of, Wo the beneéfuctors to, 
Al this'yrearniefs 7 Were they not almoſt all 
or the Eecleſfaſtick Order, men fatiotis it 
their generations; ; by whoſe endowments; 
fach as neither Athens of Rome, neither the 
Heathen or Chriſtian world evef faw, this our 
land is in learning allowed to be the glory of 
all lands? Theſe two Seminaries might not 
| perly be ſajd to be, as the eyes to tile 
5 keartied world; in compariſon of kd the 15 
foreign Univerſiries ate as tothiig, and pro. 
dice” noching. Bur fiat is far beyond the 
excellency of their leartiing,” is their care and 
ſupport of Refigion; thefe Bodies bettig doubt. 
leſs the bulwark of our Church, as that is of 
the Reformation. O ye ſchools 6f rhe Pro- 
pliers, which according to che maxim of the 
55 ar? not without honor, abn. 
dant honour,” fave int your” on coumrey £ 
If T toxger 755 whether in mifth of in Heavi-' 
nels, tet my Tight hand fon get ber twirhing. © 
But if the Clergy before ene Reformiztion = 
were great in their benefactions, thoſe ſince 9 
that great Æra have by virtue of thoſe bene 75 
actions been great in their learning; way, ; 


ts). 


great. in .rheir. benefactions too, ſince t 
3555 mpliſhed the Reforma: 
For look and 2 þ whoſe. thoſe name? 
Ip py to: what perſons they belong, that 
ſtand upon the liſt of our Rxro RHS: _— 
compiled our Liturgy, a mighty. Work; that ; 
tranſlated the Scriptures into our mother 
tongue, opening that ſealed Book, which no 
other order of men were able to open? Were 
not all and every of theſe of the Clergy, B. 
ſhops and Fathers? Who were thoſe Mar- 
tyrs, chat ſealed the Covenant of the Refor- 
mation, we truſt therefore an everlaſting Co- 
yenant, with their blood? WhO were thoſe 
g "Champions, , Which afterwards took up the 
ſeyeral challenges of Rome, and yan Aube 
them, when all others in che camp of 7 Iſrael, 
| ſtood dilinayed? Thele were the Clergy : 
- their defences are kept, like Goliat's ſword,. 
behind the altat; and are the armour, Where 
in we truſt at this daz On the other hand. 
who were thoſe * Wachen, in their watch- 
ings unwearied, in their writings. in invincible,” 
that after this. expulſion of Popery kept the. 
gates for almoſt an hundred years. againſt the 
— ͤ — — the-. 


. ͤ—. 6 
1 41 Raynolds, Laud, cc. 5 Harding, ro | 
„er. 


Win, Bancroft, Andrems,. Hooker, cr. 
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weg of the form 


48 
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it was efla- *Y 
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dee of Hark Skates W 
mit V melt, who alſo kept the keys to hole = $4 | 
_ A liſt of theſe J eould produce little 

feriour to that of our Reformers: eſp ecial- | 
1 if I ſhould add to that lift thoſe Martyrs 7 F 
- and Confeſſors, a noble army, compoſed: of. 19 

thouſands; "whoſe ſufferings, the firſt | 

occaſion of this our ſolemn meeting, are re- 
rded in a late book of * rrology'; a A 


4 


n 


record which ought” to be kept in every fan- 
E from which they were wickedly and 


* 


& 


| "expelled. | Laſtly, when Popery was. 
in upon us With ſuch terror, thar all 

| mburhs were ſtopp d, and all hands fell down, 4 
who were thoſe, that writings and fuffer CO 
ings” ſet themſelves againſt it, going eyen in. 


2 «2 


ro bonds and impriſonment? Thele were the. F 
Clergy of this Church, Biſhops and Presby- = | 

ters; we call thoſe thecſclves who ſuffered, 1 

and thoſe who Were ſaved by their füfferings. nl 

ro witneſs for us us at this r 

Fü AAA Ba, 
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* Walker's nit of the e. 
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backen have Aprung from our Order x 
_ every: age; and whar- maſteriy Writers. that 
rn in e "Neither: bas ns 
3 but out of its ——— every 5 
ſcience has borrowed its profeſſors,” Who 

© haye been thoſe * Chronologers, that have 
ſearch d deepeſt into and ſertled the bounda- 
ies of antient times, relating to the whole | 
world as well as to the Church of God? Who 
have been and are the reſtorets of antient 
learuing, learned editors next in merit to 
_ the authors? Who the inventors and impro- 
vers of that Science, which, alene can let 
us into. the Knowledge of Nature, and by 
her various ſcale teach us to comprehend the 
Works ef God, which he has made i nun- 
ber, , weight, and meaſure ?- Even theſe have 
moſt of them ſprang out of our ered Tribe, 
as if God had ordained to reveal - himſelf in 
bis works as well as in his word; by thoſe 
whom he had choſen. I will not condeſcend 
to mention the leſſer ornaments. and auxilia- 
_ ries of learning, tho out of theſe we could 
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nention as the. cloſe: of all: that as the Cler- 

gy: have abounded in all wiſdom and all know- 
1 Wannen neglected the Apoſtles 
advice, to abound in the grace alſo of Charity. 
the cm all and moſt to be obſerved on 
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be particulars, I will inſert this account out of Dr. Cham- 


derlain:? Proſent State of England, where ſpeaking of former 
times, he faith; 


Great was the authority of the Clergy i in thoſe days, and 
their memory ſhould be precious in theſe days, if we conſi- 
4 that they were the authors of ſo great beneſits and ad- 
Finne to this kingdom; ; that there are few things of any 


importance for promoting of che welfare of this Church and 


State, wherein the Biſhops and Prelates, under- God, have 
not been the principal inſtrumepts,; The excellent Laws 
= made by King Ina, King. Athelſtan, King Edmond, and. St, Ed- 
ward the Confeſſor, from whom we have our common 
Laws, and our Privileges mentioned in Mags Charta, were 
all made by the perſuaſions and advice of Arehbiſnops and 
or; named in our biſtorics. The union of the two 
Houſes of- and Lancafter { whereby. A long and bloody 


War was ended) was by the abt wiſe advice and counſel of 


8 Mortan, then a Privy-Counſellor. The union of Eng- 
'  tand and Scotland, that inexpreſſible advanta eto both Na- 
tions, was brought fo paſs by the long forefight of the Reve- 
dend Biſhop Fox, a Privy-Counſellor, in adviſing Henry VII. 
to match his eldeſt daughter to. Scotland, and his younger to- 
France. Moſt of the great publick works now remaining in 


date acknowledge their antient and preſent being, either 


to the ſole colt and charges, or to the liberal contributions, 
or at leaſf to the powerful perſuaſions of Biſhops, as moſt 
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many V Woſpitals, Churches, Palaces, Caſtles, have been 3 
ded and built by Biſhops: even that famous chargeable and 


difficult ſtructure of London- Bridge, ſtands obliged to the libe- 


ral contributions of an Archbiſhop ; and it was a Biſhop of 
London, at whoſe earneſt requeſt William the Conqueror 
granted to che City of London ſo large Privileges, that the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen upon ſome ſolemn days of their 
reſort to St. Pauls Church, did, before che late dreadful fire, 
80 in proceſſion about the grave-ſtone where that Biſho 
lay DART” = Shaker 
We have been v very particular in our formet editions a8 to 
he Beneficence of our Engliſh Biſhops, . in founding. build- 
ing, and avgmenting Schools, Colleges and Hoſpitals, in 


repairing of Cathedral Churches and Epiſcopal Houſes, pat 


their magnificent and uſeful warks, publick Libratſes, and 
che like; in the redemption of Captives from Algiers, all 
the Engliſh. that were ſlaves there, Jad at once redeemed. 
by the Engliſh-Biſhops, ec. i hy 
In theſe and ſuch like particulars. you may Fe foe that | 
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=_ ons. Wberefore the great — in it 
5 maſt be content to live almoſt to cheir own 
times, as well as to their own land. Tho”. 
their counſel ſhould be, as if one enquired 
of the oracle of God; yet it is chiefly that, 
which they coun/el in thoſe days, in which 
they live. But this is the advantage of the 
profeſſors in Divinity and in other foiences, 
(which as I faid have chiefly ariſen out of our 
Onder, ) that their knowledge being founded © 
on eternal Truths, unbounded: by place or 
time; as their ſound is gone into all lande, 
ſo will it deſcend chro' all ages. Suech then 
have been the perſons, chat have been of our 
Order, glorious in their times, in their me- 
= | mories immortal: of theſe will be gory, that _ 
|} . of our ſeFoes we do not glory.” 
But foraſmuch as had the ' perſons fra,” 
in no degree anſwering to the dignity of their ' 
Order, yet that it ſelf ſtands goody: Therefore” 
I ſhalt ſhew the excellency of it, . 
5 2%", From the dignity of its eftimcion 5 in 
. . 1 8 is a ſtanding Order of men, which 
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- Gil hath eaten our from the world; ben. 


ue to the end of the world; _ 


| rk univerſal, unalterable. 


As. grey-hairs' give precedence to age, „ 


families: neither an 


on a: better n than by ſaying, it it an an- 
tient nation. But however nations them- 
| ſelves, much more then families, ſeem to have 


their periods fixed, their appointed time, be- 


vyond which they ſhall not paſs. But this is 
the bleſſing entail'd-on the houſe of Levi, 
that it faileth not. As it was from the firſt 
cotemporary with Chriſt's viſible: Church; ſo 
will it be coæval with it. It is a matter of 
fact, that the Chriſtian Prieſthood n 
outlaſted the Aaronical above an age: and tis 
an article of faith, nn 1 to Jr all 
* to come. 11 
If we look e antient bee thoſe 
profeſſed rivals of our Order, we ſind them 


made a tumult and a blaze perhaps for a cen · 
and then vaniſhed away. And if we loox 
. us at kc day, would it not 
men that e 
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to haye been temporary things. They have 
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names ſtand upon record; quite down from 


Acts v. 


poſes of man : and the we vanhot fik —— 
of their ending, as We can of their ot 


<4 venice; let them acckon up the order of 
* their Teaches; eee by their 
+ ſacceſſtons-ffomr the „as that 


their firſt Trarber bad ons bf the Apoſtles, 


or Apoſtolical men for his author or pre- 
deceſſor. Our Church aud Order + can 
well anſwer this challenge; by ſhewing an 


uninterrupted ſueceſſion of Hiſhops, whoſe 


an Apoſtle to the laſt exalred to that Honour. 
But as for ſome of our ſects, we can pro. = 
duce perſons, that van out- date their preten- 


ſions. We have thoſe now living. that knew 


Their founders, Lan and perhaps made uſe of 


them in their worldly oc ons. However 
certain it is, ebe bolt be pit. abe tbee 

were dipged. is but ef modern diſoovery; 
found ont of man, and wrought for the pur- 


yet we are that dine rhe g is of 


* ee ae e tl. 


If we paſs from religious: 3 


_ ders-onaties eretedineanthly- governments, 
| theſe, tho lay ſul and honourable, are likewiſe 


but of man's creation ʒ and there e may be 


diſſolved by thoſe chat made them. Theſe 


are 2 A the . 
n * 4 It - | 1 Princes 


ey ſh 
ei bah S far * hononred-them, as't0 com- 
zedicnce to them, as his Own or- 


dance! — ben to vrhich of theſe 4 
God ar any rime, Behold I wirt gon 4. 
ownigoyerame 
out-auhority, my of ver without name, 
fave in cheir on contre rp 
y, It is an Order Aar ia ditende 
bp | kind harkvoyer:: Sone 
mixtures of any kind whatſoever. 8om. 
have in their viſietiary ſchomes dreants, dt 
Lay- elders might be” added to the Or- 
die, libe tbe clay to the 55 


But cheſe have: Been Tum never ev cleave 
uw it: they could ul Nene. but no way 
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(a). 


by human ben the Chriſtian Religion 
it ſelf would ſoon be at an end. For by the 
appointment or licenſe of the ſame powers it 
might come to paſs, What men (heid v accur- 
ſed by our Church) wiſh might come to paſs; 
that every man might worſhip God in his 
own way, might make or be his own prieſt: 
and every ſect might ſet up its ow]n device, 
5 crying to the multitude, Lo here it Chriſt. 
3 3 and lo there is Chriſt, till Chriſt and his 
| Religion were no where to be found. Veri- 
ly were this once become the avec U mae 
farewel to the Goſpel of Chriſt. rh 
here is nothing fixed or ene in is 
world, except the Church of Chriſt, and its 
| holy prieſthood; the immurability * 'of both 
which depends wholly upon that promiſe” of 
_ Chriſt, that he will be with them alway, 
even unto the end of the world; this promiſe 
enſuring them of his preſence, and his pre- 
ſence cauſing their continuance. We do not 
affirm, that this promiſe is/ entailed on any 
| panel Church... "NI Churches wet read % 


e. 7 They are to 11 Bhd 8 chat dr to . that | 
: every man ſhall be. ſaved by the law. or 755 which he. profeſ- | 
1 ſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame 'his ife according ta that 


law, and the light of Nature. For holy Scripture doth | ſet forch | 
f unto us only the name of Feſui Chriſh, - hereby mon A be 
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wo in the Rev lation, which v we now only EE. 
read of, are ſad eyidences, that the — 
flouriſhing among them are not exempted | from "0 
_ deſtruction. -. We acknowledge t too, that ſo me 
Churches may be defaced in ſuch manner, ass "1 
_ ſcarcely to bear any remains of Chriſt's image, N 5 
but only the ſuperſcription of his name. We 
acknowledge. farther, that the Prieſthood hath | 
in theſe latter days had ſome of its orders ſe- 
vered from it, reſembling the candleſtick with 
| part of its branches broken off, very unbe- 
ſeeming, if not unſerviceable, to be hung up 
in the Temple of God. But this we affirm, 
| Which has always been a part of the Catho- 
lick Faith; that there ſhall never fail in ſome 
part of the earth a viſible Churc h of Chriſt, 
With its Prieſthood preſerving 78 integrity 
8 of its orders. Gracious is our God, who hath 
continued from the beginning this his promiſe 
: unto us: anke be. unto God for his e f 
5 able gift. .. 2 | 
„ hug: we have look'd back, tho with, too 
tranſient a view, unto the rock whence we 
were hewn :.. and haye ſeen, what mighty pil- . 
lars have for near two thouſand years been 
taken out thence; ; Which being erected 'on 
. -the e of the Apoſtles, Jayned toge- 
tber ly Chriſt, the chief corner ſlone, have 
all along ſupported the Church of God. 
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Order, from the . 98 5 0 1 5 peruity of - 
its infticution. That as we are taken from | 
among men, ſo cannot we be taken away by 
men: ſeeing we are made Prieſts not by "the 
power of an human ordigation, nor in this 
ſenſe after the law of a carnal con 
1 but by virtue of the commiſſion of 
1 Chrift, ſealed to thoſe whom the Holy Ghoft 
mall in every age call ro the Miuiſtry. The 
| therefore the perſons of men, of our great 

Dorekathers, who (as we haye ſeen) ate gone 

' before ns, df us who now ftandl miniftring, - 

ald of thofe who, fall fucceed us, are nor 


Jufered t continue 'by reafon of der h; * 


- Chit hath; veſted. in the Order, what he al- 


fo received, an unc han NT me, 


1 have now gone the rwo heads 4 
propolea; and amtruly ſenfible, chat 1 bug 
co apologize not only for the imperfection of 
what-1- have faid; but chiefly for the omiſ 
ſion of thoſe highe r arguments aut prodfs for 
: the 9 our Order, an account v N 

2 ed in it, the r of which is 
duch, xhat no man ever raketh them to Him- 
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9 31 1 5 Ie 
* of Chriſt, and ſtewardt of. the m "7% 
| fteries of God, to diſpenſe the Word, to preach 
the Golpel, to adminiſter the Sacraments, to. 
- offer up Prayers and Thankſgivings in the „ 
| Houſe of God, to bleſs - the people in his 
Name, and in all things to wait at the Altar, 
as in diverſe places of the Goſpel is appointed 
them, To them is committed alfo the power 
to ** Jaoſe and bind, to Jooſe by f remitving * Matt. 
ſans. ro the penitent, and to bind by rerain- lor. 
ing ſins to the obſtinate; yea to f rejet? and 23: 
cut off from the Church Beretlcks. andrepro- Va 2 
bate offenders. And to the higheſt Order of” x Cor. v 
them is committed the power of lying on of” 
4 hands, in * confirming the baptized, and in Ad. . 
for daining men to the Miniſtry. Theſe things? 1 Tin. 
- doth our Church hold, and to the truth of theſe 22. 
do all that miniſter therein ſubſeribe ©' © 
But the time would nor allow me to 
of theſe. Only 1 appeal to the Word of. 
to Which the conſciences of men muſt appeal, 
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| they 4¹ the, ſame, nos in their on naue, but in Chriſt „ and 
do miniſter by as TONRESHIOS and P 281 Art. 
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* 1 C68 etui c 1 e the ich. 
ol c That perſan which by open denunciation 5 5 Charch is 
 eightly cut off from the unity of the Church, and exom | 
ruth, bug ht to br ruten, of the-whele mul, of the gui ful, 
n Heathen. RS a: ee, 
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5 Gn. facrilegious boldneſs; for he became 


N to ce * "canis; not to 
the ** commonſenſe of Chriſtians, if theſe pow. 5 
ers belong not to our Order; : They are tot 


= OO prefuptuons claims; ſer vp and kept up by 


all Chriſtian Biſhops, quite down from the 
Apaſtles to the preſent Fathers of this Church, 
With that black intent, that thereby they 
might become che f terror of mon or unvate 
io themſelvat the hoꝛroꝛ of a'dzpadful'vene: | 
 ** ration: Neither are they: terms of art, Vain 
worde, niceties and trifles; but real powers, 


: * iv. real gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, given — 


men by che laying on of hands and prayer, 
When he makes. them overſeers oder the 
_- Chupeb. of Gad. Good God] who ſhall'call 
that warn: or:triujal; which the Spirit of 
 Wiſdom-hath;made neceſfary'for carrying on 
his, eternal purpoſes, which he purpbſed in 
Ibid. xii. bis. Church, for the perfecting of che Saints, 
Ven, the work of the Miniftry; for the ei Xx 
ing ¶ the Body: of Chriſt? Surely if under 
the Lawebe, Who preſumei without conſe- 
cration to offer incenſe,” invading the facer. 
dotal Powers, was. moſt remarkably Jmitten 
of: the Lord with: a puniſhment adapted to his 


xxvi. 20, if. eee, and vas f mediately thruſt * 
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having -received-cheſe'powers-from- the Holy 


Ghoſt; ſealed to him 


che great and glc 
been nw A Order, 


at the Altar by laying 


ions mea, chat kaxe ſue. 
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It 18 coubrleke therefore in your power, — 
well to reform, as in the. others to corn | 
the generations of men. 


ſhould tranſcribe from the. ex amples of our 

anceffors. rooted in their EN and 1 
ing in their practice, is that moſt ex- 

: of Char N look 1 i 
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pirals, — oy : ot of — — 
ther than imitation. - But the charity, of one | 
1 Aber . whence, it it cams | 
RIG If 
we open * hands, a8 they, | 


work and wonder of this age ar 
the, bleſſing of Heaven. Fot thourhey have 

iſtriouſly. planted, and as plencifully 
watered; yet 74 the incredible ſwiftneſs of 
.their, bree 5 ſo. ſuperior to: the uſual 
working of human means, it appears, that 


they A iner a. el the, mag, o | 
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ted faz relief ok the poo2-widows.and- chil- 
men ok. Krrannen. cho Lee the like 


> irrten un at bs m_ x 
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- of. 5 anthoxiry;. «bye: Which n | 
Was originally founded, and by Which it has 
ſince been enlarged; ſo chat it enjoys a 
tion from the een 


I LACY M10 W S- DALY HV collection 8 in | 
giving to this, it. is-xecciy'd-into, 2 founda- 
tion. And ſhould. any evil ſurmiſe be: caſt 
upon this Charity, that it is for the. baron 
of a. rebellious ſced; the very words of our 
Charter teſtify, that this Royal favour was | 


| granted in conſideration- ot the great ſuffer. 
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metliods of ſupport, or education. 2 whis 
ther ſhould they go? men but to the 


bouſhold of their brethren? --: ? Enel 1 


Adverſity always appears: "Y a derbe 
when worn by perſons of merit, and that ant 
„ Honor ro en kr When therel 


be called widows indeed, labouriug under the 
no of children the difficulties of fortune. 
and probably the” infirmities of age: when 

numbers of theſe: Perſons of cd Werh 
equal education ſhall be found 
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| ſapported-or ill ſpoken of. this we. affirm; | 
and. this we inſiſt upon, as a truth beyond 
all. contradiction; that no Church on earth 
hath ox ever had à Miniſtry, ſo abounding. 
wich learning. ſo highly. to be eſteemed For” 
their uu, ſabe, or any thing like, .any 
ching comparable to thar, which this Church b 
may. glory in at this very hour. Neither 
doubt we, but God will. ce the ſame; rod 
| of Aaron. which hath, thus as it Were mira- 
Y cCulouſ put forth, ſtill to bad. and bloſſom 
more abundantly:;: to be a memorial to all 
Tfael,. chat the Lord hath choſen „ 
Aaron to miniſter beſore bim; and, if the 
other tribes: give N their allotted por- 
tion, that the £4 M5 e will be their. . 5 
heritance. . (eh at 5 | 
Thanks 5 to our God. e bath . 
ed, that he is dur inberitance and we his 
care, by turning of late the hearts and hands 
of many towards us, thro the wondrous. in- 
fe the Royal Benefaction, left us by 
our late moſt pious, moſt bountiful, moſt be- 
loved Ouxzx; Who as ſhe always, like Ne- 
hemiah, ſhake. comfortably ta. the  Levites,:: Chron. ; 
that taught. the good knowleage of the Lords to 
ſo ſhe ſhewed, that ſhe truly loved: them by 
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which -now aue 8 as an Wer nb 8 
- treaſüry, like chat ar Je for the ſet- 
vice of the Temple: into which ir is a plea- 
ſing view to Chriſtians as it was to Chriſt, * 
ſt and behold how indltitudes caſt in, our 
of a joint love Which they bear to _ . 
Church, and to the memory of that bleſſed | 
Nurſing-mother of the Church: a Boi | 
kk; is co-ofdinare with, tho! ſuperior to, 
the deſign of this Corporation; that being to 
prevent in future ages, this to ſupply in the 
preſent the neceſſities of the Clergy and their |; 
paſterity: chat being to work our the inves. 
rericy of the cauſe, this to aſſwage che pe- 
ſent miſery of the diſlemper. Her name 
therefore ought to ſtand the firſt in the rolls 
of Benefactors to the Clergy. and to be men- 
tioned, yea magnified | on this uy: with our. 
united acclamationss. > 
_ - Ont this day likewiſe er the Brad kindach 
of our Royal FOumn alway be had in re- 
membrance, who in his princely . compaſſion 
founded our Charter: and no leſs that of our 
preſent Sovzrzren, who in his moſt gracious 
diſpoſition was pleaſed to enlarge it, and that 
to an extent not only beyond our preſent 
os: neceſlicy, but ba "for rhe hs Ie 5 
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N Next to theſes Royal patterns let the 1 name 
| wo” our late munificent ” Bzxeracror. be ever 
- honoured; whoſe Charity to theſe widows 
and their ſons exceeding the extent of 
our Charter, reſembles that of Eliſba to Kings i 
the like objects, when the oyl flowedl be- 4.5. 5 
yohd the capacity of the yeſſels. A man 
reſembling Eliſba in his character, as well 
as his benefaction. For as he was a Prophet 
. himſelf,” yea the ſon of a Prophet ; ; fo God. 
made him Governor over a * School: of the 
3 out of which he had raiſed to his 
Church ſome of thoſe greateſt” Lights before 
cited, . which gratitude obliges u me to men- 
tiom to its everlaſting renoẽwn. | 
This Benefaction, beſides its own oreat- 
nel has by that greatneſs an attractive force, 
and will of courſe” draw into it leſſer Bene- 
factions: For before very good Diſciples ne- 
ver had it in their thoughts to offer their few 
 hogves ant fiſhes, their ſmall abilities, ſo un- 
1 to the numbers to be fed. For with - 
out a miracle what” were theſe among ſo 
many 2.1 would Oey mock, than feed ſo . 
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niſhment of This great Benefadtion, every ad- 
dition will henceforth bave its ſec; oY 
the refreſhmenc of this plentifu 
all the dry ground, the very e of ris 
will water the earth. Wherefore: it is our 
part always on this Anniverſary meeting to 
return thanks to God for this and alt other 
Benefactors, with earneſt prayers, chat he 
al oa add to their number. 
It is high time, more than time, I ſhould: 
come to a concluſion: which T ſhall do, after 
| having added theſe few words relating! to this: 
. _ our ſolemn meeting. A pleaſant thing 
the more pleaſant becauſe rare, 0 behold bre- 
tbren to dwell together in unity. But to 
behold them to teſtify their unity by aſſem- 
bling in the houſe of God, is moreover a bleſ 
ſed thing: We read, that in Solomon's Temple 
at the feaſt of its Dedication, when the Le- 
Vite g, accompany d with an hundred and 
twenty Prieſts, lifted up their voice with 


3 Chron. trumpets and. cxmbats,. 4 inſtruments * 


my VS. 12, 13. 


mu ſic , to praiſe the Lord; bo it came to 
paſo, as they were-one, to mate one ſound. 
to be heard in praiſing and thanking the 
Tord, that then the houſe was filled with a- 
cloud. We, a like a y, Priefts and Le- 
- wites with our brethren, are met together in 


this Temple of our Feruſatem : and we have 
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— lifted up our a voices, we have. leer as T% 
ene, in praiſing. the Lord. Great is this 

j 4 glorious is this Worſhip, which 

bath herein been, now made unto him. 1s 

there any thing on this fide Heaven? I know 
not any thing, to be compared to what our 
eyes have ſeen, and our hands have offered 
up unto the Lord this day? Doubt ye not 
therefore, but chat he favourably accepts us 

and our offering; and that his bleſſing actu- 
ally reſts upon us, tho wrapt up and covered 
in a cloud. And after, that ir ſhall, be ſealed 
to us by him, who is appointed to lift up his Ecclus. 1 
hands over the congregation, to give the blaſe 20. 
ſing of the Lord, let us. depart, hence to the 


baucuſe of feaſting: there let us pexfeck this our 


ſolemn Feaſt-· day, by adding to theſe offices of 
| PIETY temperance z: and to temperance, chari. 
ut let us take heed that no SHot be ſeen 
in this our Feaſt of Charity. And then may 
we depart unto our tents, as the people did 
from the feaſt of Dedication, glad. and merry | e 
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